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As we approach the beginning of the warm weather months, we need to be 
prepared for West Nile Virus (WNV). This is to inform you of Public 
Health's plans for WNV for 2006. 

In 2005, California reported 928 cases of WNV infection, 43 of which were in 
Los Angeles County. There were no WNV associated deaths in LAC, but 
WNV remains an important endemic, vector-borne infection for the 
foreseeable future. The final 2005 epidemiological report is attached. 

Once again, the following Public Health units have key responsibilities for 
WNV: Acute Communicable Disease Control (ACDC), the Public Health 
Laboratory (PHL), Veterinary Public Health (VPH), and Environmental 
Health (EH): 

ACDC will conduct surveillance as in past years, including case 
investigation, weekly surveillance reports for posting on our web site, 
and regular communication with the State and local vector control 
districts. An updated surveillance plan is ready. 

ACDC's updated speakers' bureau WNV presentation has been 
distributed to our volunteer speakers in various departments. 

ACDC will distribute a letter by May 1 to LAC physicians reminding 
them that WNV is a reportable disease and that testing is available 
through the PHL. 
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ACDC continues to be part of the WNV Interagency Task Force, consisting of 
representatives of EH and VPH, the mosquito abatement districts, the State's vector- 
borne disease section, and officials from fhe Pasadena and Long Beach health 
departments. 

a VPH will continue its surveillance in bird, squirrel, and horse populations (these species 
experience high morbidity and mortality from WNV). 

a EH will continue to work closely with the vector and mosquito abatement districts, which 
have the primary responsibility for enforcing mosquito abatement; Public Health will 
arrange for abatement services in Agua Dulce and Acton by the Antelope Valley 
Mosquito Abatement District through the end of FY 2006. 

w EH will continue its educational (pamphlets, speakers) activities in WNV mitigation. 

If you have any questions or need more information, please let us know. 
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WEST NILE VIRUS: Epidemiology Report 
Cumulative Totals - November 16, 2005 
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